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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 12113 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, CB, VS 

SUBJECT: GKR REACTS TO MOUNTING LOCAL PRESS CRITICISM IN OIL 
DRILLING DISPUTE 

REF: PHNOM PENH 12112 

1. ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER HOU HONG TOLD CHARGE SEPTEMBER 10 
THAT MARSHAL LON NOL HAD ASKED HIM TO ARRANGE A PRESS CONFER- 
ENCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF DAMPENING DOWN PUBLIC EMOTIONS IN 
PHNOM PENH OVER THE OFFSHORE OIL DRILLING DISPUTE WITH SOUTH 
VIETNAM. HOU HONG SAID THAT IN HIS OPINION IT WOULD BE A 
MISTAKE TO HOLD SUCH A PRESS CONFERENCE BECAUSE WHATEVER THE 
GKR SAID TO CALM PUBLIC EMOTIONS MIGHT BE TWISTED BY THE 
KC IN THEIR PROPAGANDA TO CHARGE THAT THE GKR WAS KNUCKLING 
UNDER TO THE GVN. HOU HONG ADDED THAT THE GKR HAD NOT 
PUBLISHED THE NOTES IT HAS SENT TO THE GVN BECAUSE IT 
WISHED TO KEEP THESE EXCHANGES IN DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS, AND 
FURTHERMORE IT HAD CRITICIZED THE GVN FOR PUBLISHING 
ITS FIRST THREATENING NOTE TO THE GKR. 
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2. HOU HONG SAID HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR 
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THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION TO CALL IN THE LOCAL PRESS 
AND GIVE THEM A BACKGROUND BRIEFING, WITHOUT ANY QUO- 
TATIONS FOR ATTRIBUTION, FOR THE PURPOSE OF STIMULAT- 
ING LESS INFLAMMATORY COVERAGE OF THIS ISSUE IN THE 
DOMESTIC PRESS. CHARGE TOLD HOU HONG THAT IN HIS 
OPINION THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION BACKGROUNDER 
WOULD ACCOMPLISH THE OBJECTIVE BETTER THAN A FORMAL 
PRESS CONFERENCE. HOU HONG SAID THAT HE WOULD TELL 
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION TO STRESS THE THEME 
THAT WHILE THE GKR WOULD NOT ACCEPT THE ULTIMATUM FROM 
THE GVN, IT WISHED TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE PEACEFULLY 
THROUGH DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS. 
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